
R.I.Baker Middle School

November 2022 Newsletter
Principalʼs Message
Happy Halloween!
I cannot believe we are already moving into November. As the
weather begins to turn from Summer/Fall-like conditions to
winter, I would like to remind parents to send their children in
gear that aligns with the temperature. Students are o�en outside
for PE classes and recess breaks can be cold if you are
underdressed. We are not permitting the sharing of winter
clothing among students, so please ensure your child comes
prepared.

Also, your child's grades and assignments will be ready to view by
Friday at 5:00 pm.  You can see updates on the first of every
month from this point on.  Thank you for your patience as we
have been learning our new platform (Edsby).  If you need
assistance with this, please contact our office.

I would like to thank all students and parents who helped the
Walkathon continue walking! Money raised will go back to the
students this school year. Our prize draws are coming on Monday
the 31st during our assembly. Anyone is welcome to come join
the fun at 12:15. I am very excited for the kids.

I would like to encourage all parents to look at attending our
parent council meetings. We meet every second month for about
an hour. It is a great way to get involved and be on top of all that
is Baker. You can find dates and minutes on our website. I wish
everybody a safe Halloween and an even better November.

M� Pre�.



Back to School Reminders!
Welcome to Edsby! -
The Palliser School Division has moved to a different Student
Information System called Edsembli this year, therefore
PowerSchool is no longer being used.
The “New” Parent Portal program is called: Edsby

Invitations for Edsby were emailed on October 13, 2022. Please check your inboxes
(Junk mail or Spam mailboxes might need to be checked as well) If you don’t see the
invitation, please contact the office and we can resend it.

School Messenger is no longer an option for reporting absences. Edsby is the new online
option for reporting your students' attendance. Please call our office at 403-345-3340
or email megan.curtis@pallisersd.ab.ca if you are having difficulties setting up your
account. **TIP: : Allowing notifications from the Edsby app helps us notify you quickly if
your child is absent! Check out this link if you need help setting up your personal
notifications:

https://edsby.com/help/notifications-students-teachers/

We hope you find Edsby to be user-friendly and informative.  Please keep your eye on our
website and social media for updates about things going on around RIBMS as well.

School Fees & Extra
Curricular Fees -

School Cash Online is still the program used to pay school fees,
sport fees, hot lunch fees, etc.

Fees are now due, so please access your School Cash Online account to see what your students'
fees are for the year. https://palliserregional.schoolcashonline.com

LOST and FOUND:
Our Lost and Found is located inside our Main Entrance.  Please remind your
students to look inside the benches there if they are missing something!  (Eg/
Hoodies,  jackets, lunch kits,  water bottles, binders...) Thank you!!

mailto:megan.curtis@pallisersd.ab.ca
https://palliserregional.schoolcashonline.com/


Remembrance Day Ceremonies

November 10, 2022
Remembrance Day will be observed at R.I. Baker on Thursday, November 10,

2022. The ceremony will start at approximately 10:30am in the gym at the

school. Part way through the ceremony, students will follow the bagpiper

over to the cenotaph across the street for the wreath laying and to pay

their respects.

Special thanks to our guest speaker, Brent Ginther, our bagpiper, Sean

Robison, and to our trumpeter, Tanya Conrad.

News from the Learning Commons

The library is once again excited to host a Scholastic Book
Fair.  The fair will run from October 31st - November 8th.
There will be many great selections from Graphic Novels to
Fiction and Non-Fiction titles for students to choose from.
Students will have the opportunity to browse and purchase
from the book fair during their weekly library class, as well as

at recessl. Payment for book fair items can be made with cash, debit or credit card. A virtual
book fair is also available for those who prefer to order online. The link is:

https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5194110

The virtual fair will open on October 31st and close on November 8th.  All
items that are purchased online will be shipped to the school with your
child’s name on the items. Thank you for your continued support with the
book fair. Your support is greatly appreciated and helps put new books
into the hands of eager readers. Proceeds from book fair sales help put
new books into our library which can then be accessed by all students. If
you have any questions regarding the Book Fair, please contact Mrs.
Pilling at (403) 345-3340.

https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5194110


Samaritan’s Purse: Operation

Christmas Child

Shoeboxes are due on November 9th. You can
return them to Mrs. Pilling in the library.  Thank
you so much for your support.

The 2022 RIBMS Walk-A-Thon was a SUCCESS!
A HUGE thank you goes out to all our Walk-A-Thon Volunteers! Without these
AMAZING people, our Walk A Thon would simply not be possible - so THANK YOU!

Prize draws will be made Monday October 31 at our 12:15 assembly.  Parents welcome to attend!!

Thank you also to our GENEROUS prize donors!

Alpenland Ski & Cycle
Bethel Windows & Doors
Prim Health & Beauty
Lowes
Dairy Queen
Zumiez
Peavey Mart
Ctrl Virtual Reality
Two Guys and a Pizza Place
California Dream Limousine

Thank you also go out to our local RCMP for helping control traffic and the Town of Coaldale for the
beautiful path system.



**NOVEMBER 17 & 18 PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS**
RIBMS is continuing to use the online appointment booking system for Parent Teacher Interviews,

the system will be live NOVEMBER 1, 2022. Please click on the link below and follow these simple

instructions to book your PTI time slot:

http://ribms.parentteacherconferences.net

Click on the “Register” tab (top right corner)

Enter your Name, Phone Number, email address

Create a User ID and Password

Click“Register Now”

Click “Add a Student”

Enter Student’s name

Click “Insert”

Click on your Students Name when it appears.

Follow the instructions given on screen.**Please be sure to select the correct Date and Grade

level**

Click “View Calendar”

Click on the Time Slot you would like for your interview

Click “Book Appointment”

Repeat the above steps for the number of students you have at RI Baker

Once you have all appointments booked, Click on “Print Appointments” and you will

have a hard copy of your child’s appointment times.

Click “Log Out” (top right hand corner)

http://ribms.parentteacherconferences.net/


Canteen News
The canteen is up and running. We have a variety of options
for the students such as Pizza, Hot Dogs, Corn Dogs and
Taquitos. As well as a variety of chips, snacks and drinks.

The canteen schedule is as follows:
Grade 5 - Wednesday
Grade 6 - Monday
Grade 7 - Tuesday
Grade 8 - Thursday

Parent volunteers are needed to help in the canteen. If you
are available to help out, please contact Jodi Pilling at the
school (403) 345-3340. Your help is greatly appreciated.



Counsellors Corner

STEPS YOU CAN TAKE TO GET PICTURES/VIDEOS OFF THE INTERNET

Many youth take pictures/videos of themselves and send them to friends or post the content
online — you are likely no different. Sometimes, the content may end up on the Internet without
your permission. When this happens, removing the picture/video is o�en a primary focus.

If you know where your picture/video has been posted, you can try to take steps to get it off the
Internet. The most popular websites and other online services have a process for reporting and
many place a higher priority on situations involving children/youth. If you have been impacted by
a sexual picture/video being posted on the Internet, there are some practical steps you can take to
regain some control over the content. By including certain information in your report, there is a
good chance these sites will take down the sexual picture/video of you.

STEPS YOU CAN TAKE:

1. Determine what service (e.g. YouTube®, Facebook®, Twitter®) the picture/video is displayed on
and contact that  service to request that they remove the picture/video.

For information about contacting popular websites and requesting the removal of
pictures/videos, please visit needhelpnow.ca/contacting_popular_sites.

Be sure to get directly to the point as the service likely receives a large number of complaints each
day and it will be helpful for  them to know why your request is important.

At a minimum, include the following information within  your complaint:

a. Your age: This lets the website/online service know that you are a child/youth. If the
picture/video was taken when you were a different age then you are presently, include your age at
the time the picture/video was taken as well as your current age.

b. Identify yourself as the person in the picture/video: Say that you are the child/youth in the
picture/video. If you are identifiable in the picture/video (i.e. if a person who knows you viewed
the picture/video, s/he would recognize you), include this as well — the website/online service
may  give your complaint a higher priority.

c. Object to the posting of the content: Say that you did not post the picture/video to their site, did
not give permission for the content to be posted and that you want it removed. This lets them
know that you object to  the continued posting of the picture/video.

You may also want to include information in your complaint about who had access to the content.
If you sent the picture/ video to someone else, say so, and give the name of the person you sent
the content to. This may help the website trace who posted the content and prevent the individual
from posting content in the future.

The above information is for general use only. It is not intended, and should not be relied upon, as
legal or professional advice.



2. You may want to submit a report to Cybertip.ca. If you are being threatened, intimidated or
blackmailed in any way, we highly encourage you to talk to a safe adult about what is occurring.
Parents can contact the RCMP for support regarding this as well. For more information on
situations that have gone too far, please see needhelpnow.ca/reporting.

News article found from needhelpnow.ca/org

If you think your child would benefit from counselling, please feel free to
contact me at the school at 403-345-3340 or Scan the QR Code for a link to
the referral form. - Dalayna Taverner (FSLC)

Angel Tree Campaign 2022

Mission of Angel Tree for Kids Campaign: collect new, unwrapped toys during November and
December each year, and distribute those toys in Christmas gi� bundles to children and youth in
Lethbridge and area whose families need help at Christmas.

How do I register:

1.  Families can self-register on Lethbridge Family Services website (www.lfsfamily.ca/angeltree).

2. Making Connections Worker at the school can submit a referral
on behalf of the family (see contact information below).

Registration Deadlines:

Referrals from schools/ organization – Friday, November 18

Online family registrations – Tuesday, November 30

If there are any questions, who do I contact:

1. Making Connections Worker- Jessica Hoffman:
jessical.hoffman@pallisersd.ab.ca or call/text (403)332-1599

2.    Angel Tree Coordinator- Michelle Gallucci (she/her) MGallucci@lfsfamily.ca

Lethbridge Family Services 403-915-8028

http://www.lfsfamily.ca/angeltree
mailto:MGallucci@lfsfamily.ca


RIBMS Parent Council
Parent Council is a great way to be involved, know what is happening around the
school, and share your thoughts on how RIBMS can continue to be a positive place
for students.

We encourage you to attend as many RIBMS Parent Council Meetings as you can this year. Feel free
to email Mr. Preb or Carley Campbell (carleycamp@gmail.com) with any questions or ideas you
would like to discuss at a Parent Council Meeting.

Our next Parent Council Meeting will be held on November 15th at 6:30 p.m.

The rest of our meeting dates are as follows, Hope to see you there!

January 17th, 2023
March 21st, 2023
May 16th, 2023

NOTES FROM THE MUSIC ROOM

The Grade 7/8 Band is excited to share a spooky song called Tunes that

Go Bump in the Night for students and staff at R.I. Baker on October 31st

to start the day.  Reminder for grade 7 and 8 band students to arrive no

later than 8:00am on October 31 to be ready for the performance.



Athletics

Cross Country Run : Big congratulations goes out to all our cross country
runners who ran on our club team after school. It was great to see so many
students getting out there and being active. Another big shout out goes to those
runners who went to the LSAA Meet at Nicholas Sheran Park and then to the
Zone Meet also at Nicholas Sheran Park. Great work to all the bears who
represented Baker so well at these meets!.

Volleyball : It’s great to see volleyballs flying around the gym again this year!! We
have all four of our teams competing in league play and tournament play this
season again. All our teams have shown so much growth this season and are working
hard to finish the season strong. We’ve loved seeing all the development that a
tournament-filled season has allowed for!

Basketball: Basketball will be starting up again in early November! Check out the
poster below for clinic dates and tryout information.

R.I. Baker Middle School “Clubs”
Did you know about all the awesome clubs that run here at RIBMS? Check it out!

What Club? Who with? When?
Art Club Mrs. Macklin 3:45 -4:30pm on Wednesdays

Indigenous Garden Club Mrs. Macklin Various recesses - students will be notified
via morning announcements

Guitar Club Mr. Ginther 3:30 - 4:15pm Tuesdays and Thursdays

Dungeons and Dragons Miss Serbu Lunch recess on Tuesdays

Big Brothers Big Sisters Program - After School - ran by BBBS staff, stay tuned
Go Games/Go Girls for more information!

Handbells Mrs. Holland Lunch recess on Wednesdays starting last
week of September

Jazz Band Mr. Conrad Fridays 12:30 - 1:30pm

Choir Mr. Conrad TBD - Stay tuned!

GSA Mr. Smith/Mrs.Huff Various lunch hours, stay tuned to morning
announcements



GRADE 5 POD

Language Arts: We’ve wrapped up our unit on Complete Sentences,
and students demonstrated their learning through our “My Amazing
Life” writing assignment. We will be moving on to the study of the
novel The Bad Beginning by Lemony Snicket that will focus on utilizing
various reading strategies.

Social: We are completing our Mapping skills unit, including longitude, latitude and scale and are
beginning our adventure of touring across Canada, starting with the Atlantic region.

Science: We are just finishing Wetlands and will be starting our Electricity unit.We will look at
electrical safety, ways we can measure and control electricity, and apply techniques for evaluating
magnetic and electrical properties of materials.

Math: We have wrapped up our introductory unit of Numeration and will be studying Multiplication.
We will look at strategies for mental math multiplication, multiplication arrays and 2 digit by 2 digit
multiplication. I encourage students to work on memorizing their times table.

LUNCH TIME REMINDERS: Microwaves are available for lunches. Parents/Guardians if your
students lunch requires a utensil (spoon, fork, etc) they MUST bring one from home. Thank
you!!

GRADE 6 POD

Language Arts - We have been working on finishing up our “This is Me” project, as well as focusing
on some specific word work learning.  Students have been enjoying the class read-aloud, Refugee,
by Alan Gratz.  The classes have also been engaging in journal writing using various prompts.  We
have had the pleasure of having students share some of their creative writing with the class.  We just
got started on our “Elements of a Short Story” concepts and will continue learning these concepts
this month, while applying them to various short stories we will read in November/December.

Social - We have essentially completed our first 2 chapters in social studies.  Through these
chapters, students have learned an overall picture of what democracy is, and how to get involved in
our community.  We also took an in-depth look at the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  In
November, we will be shifting our focus to look at the different levels of government, beginning with
the municipal, or local, government.

Science - We wrapped up our Evidence & Investigation Unit at the end of October and are beginning
many students’ favourite Unit - Sky Science!  Grade 6s often have a lot of background knowledge in
this unit such as the order of planets from the sun, and other planetary information.  We’ll be learning
about moon phases, and other celestial objects such as meteors, comets and asteroids in this unit
as well.  Please check Google Classroom for what we are covering in class if absent or for review.

Math - As we start November, we will be wrapping up Unit 1: Understanding Number, by reviewing
our Place Value, Order of Operations and Factors & Multiples mini units. Once this unit is complete,
we will begin Unit 2: Decimals.  This unit will look more closely at Decimal Place Value & Decimal
Operations. Please check with your child if they are running low on pencils, and that they have
headphones as well as a basic calculator at school for checking their work once complete.

LUNCH TIME REMINDERS: Microwaves are available for lunch. Parents/Guardians, if your
students’ lunch requires a utensil (spoon, fork, etc) they MUST bring one from home. Thank
you!



GRADE 7 POD

Language Arts -We are continuing to work through our narrative writing unit, we completed a quiz
on the concepts covered. We are now moving into our narrative writing skills in the form of a
superhero comic book! Students will develop their own superhero characters, plotlines and conflicts
before creating their own comic strips online. Ideally, we will begin our first novel study by the end of
November; The Giver by Lois Lowry. Once we have finished the book in December we will watch the
film adaptation and compare the stories.

Social - We are just finishing up learning about the French coming to North America and the
beginning of the fur trade. Once we wrap up this chapter we will begin learning about the British and
how they came to North America and the impact that they had on the First Nations as well as the
French who had begun setting up colonies.

Science - Once the Interactions & Ecosystems unit test has been completed in early November,
students will be starting to explore the Plants for Food and Fibre unit. We will be taking a closer look
at the different parts of plants as well as their uses and environment. There will be a flower
dissection lab as well for some hands-on learning!

Math - As we start November, we will be completing our current unit on Fractions, Decimals and
Percent, and then moving on to our next unit about Fraction Operations. In this unit, we will explore
adding and subtracting fractions and mixed numbers with like and unlike denominators. Some
students are coming to class without their scientific calculators, so please ensure that your child has
a calculator here at school.

LUNCH TIME REMINDERS: Microwaves are available for lunch. Parents/Guardians if your
students lunch requires a utensil (spoon, fork, etc) they MUST bring one from home. Thank
you!!

DID YOU SAY SKI TRIP???!!!
Stay tuned for more information on the
return of the RI Baker Annual Ski Trip
January 26, 2023 to Castle Mountain Ski
Resort!
A great Christmas gift idea for sure!



GRADE 8 POD

Language Arts: We have been wrapping up our “Mystery, Mayhem, and
Suspense Unit”-- focusing on literary devices, foreshadow, and character
development--and moving on to our “Say Something Unit”. This unit is all
about the powerful message/theme a picture book can portray using only a
few words and a handful of pictures. The end result will be the students’
own original book. We are also continuing on with our daily routines of
silent reading, writing prompts, short films, online portfolios, and grammar
work.

Social: After exploring the different factors that led to the Renaissance and exploring a variety of
sources from the past, the students debated the relationship between the Renaissance's beginning
and the exchange of ideas. I was impressed by the arguments and questions asked by the students.
We are now moving into developing a historical perspective and imagining what it would be like to be
living in an Italian city-state during the Renaissance. We will be looking at their economy,
government, and the influence of humanism.

Science: Students will wrap up the Body Systems unit and start on Fresh and Salt Water
Systems..Earth is sometimes described as the water planet. Over two-thirds of Earth’s surface is covered
by oceans and freshwater features. By exploring examples of aquatic systems, students come to
appreciate the dynamic nature of these systems and learn about the interaction of landforms, sediments,
water and climate. Students also investigate factors that affect the distribution of health of living things in
aquatic environments and the supply and quality of water for human use.

Math: This month, we will be finishing up Chapter 2: Percent, Ratio & Rate. Students will
demonstrate an understanding of ratio and rate. Students will solve problems that involve rates,
ratios and proportional reasoning. Finally, students will work with percentages (greater to and less
than 100%). Then, we will head into Chapter 3: Integers. This year, students will learn to both
multiply and divide integers. We will review addition and subtraction of integers and eventually solve
problems with multiple operations involving integers (Order of Operations = BEDMAS). This will take
us into the month of December.

LUNCH TIME REMINDERS: Microwaves are available for lunch. Parents/Guardians if your
students lunch requires a utensil (spoon, fork, etc) they MUST bring one from home. Thank
you!





November 2022
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1 2
A1 Pizza Lunch

3 4

7 8 9 Taco in  Bag
Lunch

10 11 NO SCHOOL
Remembrance Day

14 NO SCHOOL 15
Parent Council Mtg
6:30pm

16 Picture Retakes

KC Pub Lunch
Parent Teacher
Interviews 4-7pm

17

Parent Teacher
Interviews 4-7pm

18

21 22 23 Booster Juice
Lunch

24 25

28
December Hot
Lunch orders Due

29 30 Joeyʼs Only
Lunch



December 2022
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1 2 NO SCHOOL
Site Based PD

5 Term 2 Starts 6 7 A1 Pizza Lunch 8 9

12 13 14 KC Pub Lunch
Band Concert

15 16

19 20 21 Subway Lunch 22 Turkey Dinner 23

26 NO SCHOOL 27 NO SCHOOL 28 NO SCHOOL 29 NO SCHOOL 30 NO SCHOOL

****
Back to School
January 9, 2023




