
It is that time of the 
year again where we 
are preparing for RI 
Baker’s Turkey Bin-
go.  This year we will 
have wonderful mu-
sic played by the 
band students and a 
short one act play 
performed by drama 
students.  Mr. Con-
rad and Mr. Smith 
are excited to be 
working with your 
students for this ex-
cellent event. 

The date is Friday, 
December 16th, 2011, 
from 6:00 to 
9:00pm.  We are run-

ning it as a bingo and 
silent auction night.  
Not only could you 
walk away with ex-
cellent gifts for 
Christmas or items 
for your home, but 
you could win your-
self a turkey brought 
to you by Save On 
Foods. 

We are looking for 
items for the silent 
auction, so if you or 
someone you know is 
able to donate an 
item to the Turkey 
Bingo Silent Auction, 
we would greatly ap-
preciate your sup-
port.  Items can be 
dropped off at RIBMS 
in the office with one 
of our wonderful sec-
retaries. 

We truly appreciate 
your support in help-
ing make the Fine 
Arts at RI Baker grow 
stronger every year. 

RIBMS Annual Turkey Bingo 
Important Dates: 
 Dec. 2nd - Report card 

#1 distributed 

 Dec. 15th - RIBMS Tur-

key Dinner 

 Dec. 16th - RIBMS Tur-

key Bingo fundraiser 

 Dec. 16th-  January Hot 

Lunch Orders Due. 

 Dec. 22nd - RIBMS 

Christmas Carol 

 Dec. 23rd - Last day of 

classes - Winter break 

RIBMS Turkey Dinner 
RIBMS will provide a 

free turkey dinner for 

all students on Decem-

ber 15th. Thank you to 

Tanya Wurzer for coor-

dinating this event for 

us. This meal will in-

clude turkey, potatoes, 

gravy, vegetables, 

buns, dessert, and a 

drink.   

In order to provide this 

dinner, we still need 

assistance in the fol-

lowing areas:   

 Set up/Clean up 

 Cooking potatoes  

(6 families to cook 20 

lbs. each)  

 Roasting turkeys  

(11 families – roast /

slice/gravy)  

 Prepare stuffing  

(2 families to prepare 

2 pans each).  

 Staff will be         

providing buns.  
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Ingredients, supplies and 

recipes are provided.   

The success of this event 

depends on many volun-

teers. Please call the gen-

eral office at 403-345-

3340 by December 2nd if 

you are able to help  pre-

pare any of the above 



Thank you to all of our par-

ents who contribute their 

time and efforts in making 

RIBMS a great school. We 

really appreciate you! 
 

Donica Clark and Tanya 

Wurzer for continuing to 

keep our canteen and hot 

lunch program well 

stocked.  

Trish Hilgersom for helping 

out with hot lunch.  

Patricia Damjanoff for fill-

ing in for laying a wreath at 

the last minute 
 

Seth Clark for his donation 

of beakers and glassware 

for our science labs. 
 

Mike Roelofs for support-

ing RIBMS with Booster 

Juice coupons for our ath-

letic tournaments,  supply-

ing Booster Juice at our 

tournaments and for our 

monthly lunches. 
 

To all the parents who 

have already volunteered 

to cook for our annual 

Christmas Turkey Dinner. 
 

To Casey Wilson with 94.1 

CJOC for supplying RIBMS 

with Hurricanes tickets for 

the CGA who brought in all 

of their Walkathon forms 

first...  

If you would like to vol-

unteer for any opportu-

nities, or if you have 

questions, please con-

tact either Cynthia Fritz-

ler or Deryk Hamilton 

1.) Working in our can-

teen—One or more 

lunch hours per week. 

2.) RIBMS turkey din-

ner set up or clean up.  

at 403-345-3340 
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YEARBOOK 

Parent  Volunteer Opportunities 

Yearbooks are on sale!   

$25/book. 

Pre-order your yearbook 

now, just stop in at the of-

fice. Cheques or cash are 

acceptable and make sure 

you get  a receipt. Each 

book is $25. Books will be 

delivered in June before 

summer holidays. Please 

order soon as we have a 

limited amount. 

 

 

PARENT THANK YOU’S 
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A Message from the Superintendent  
Welcome to December, when 

days get shorter, kids get a 

little punchy in anticipation of 

the holidays, and it seems 

like we’re all pulled in a few 

extra directions. 
 

I know we’re all busy, this 

month especially so, but 

some time when you have a 

few minutes, I’d encourage 

you to read Palliser’s Annual 

Education Results Report for 

2010-2011 and our Three-

Year Education Plan for 2011-

2014. The good news is what 

were once two separate re-

ports are now combined in 

one package. For simplicity’s 

sake, we’re calling it our 

―Report to the Community.‖ 
 

The combined report makes 

perfect sense, offering a look 

at our results from last year 

and what our plan is moving 

forward.  
 

The report also reflects new 

provincial goals and out-

comes, including a new em-

phasis on student proficiency 

in literacy and numeracy as 

well as collaboration. It’s a 

happy coincidence that these 

priorities were already adopt-

ed and being incorporated in-

to practice in Palliser. 
 

In addition, the report in-

cludes the division’s financial 

information, as well as an 

overview of Palliser and our 

mission and vision. 
 

At the time of this writing, the 

report is still under construc-

tion but early in December, it 

will be posted on our website 

at: www.pallisersd.ab.ca. If 

you’d prefer a paper copy, 

please call Central Office at 

403-328-4111 or toll-free 1-

877-667-1234 and our staff 

would be happy to mail you a 

copy. 
 

I wish you all a safe and hap-

py holiday season. Merry 

Christmas! 

Kevin Gietz, Superintendent 

 

Remembrance Day Observance 
 

RIBMS observed Remembrance Day with our annual joint observation involving Jennie Emery Elemen-

tary School, the Town of Coaldale, and the Rotary Club of Coaldale. While it was very windy that  it was a 

small sacrifice to make in light of the significance of the day. Our students were great ambassadors of 

RIBMS. It’s a wonderful example of our school joining with our partners to remember those who fought 

for our freedom.  

School Calendar and Proposed Changes for 2012 - 2013 

RIBMS is encouraging all parents to attend our School Council meeting as trustees will be in at-

tendance to present proposed significant changes to the calendar possibly involving changes to 

start and end times which Palliser Regional Schools is contemplating for the 2012 – 2013 school 

year. This will be your only opportunity to offer feedback to the board as they will be taking these 

findings to the next board meeting on January 17, 2011. At time of printing we cannot confirm the 

date of the meeting but are anticipating it to be on Monday, December 12, at 7 pm in room #205.  

http://www.pallisersd.ab.ca
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Phenomenal Phives (5)Pod 

The skating party will be 

on Thursday, December 

15, from 9:45 to 10:45, 

parents are invited to 

come and skate with us, 

as well to help tie 

skates.  All students will 

need to have a helmet 

while on the ice, regard-

less of the skill level.  If 

you have extra skates or 

helmets that can be 

loaned, we would appre-

ciate them, as some stu-

dents do not have 

skates of their own.  

 

If you child does not 

own skates, but wishes 

to skate, please try to 

find skates for them 

through the other stu-

dents. For those stu-

dents who do not skate, 

we will have Winter ac-

tivity pages in the lobby.   

 

Afterwards, the stu-

dents will return to the 

school for the annual 

RIBMS turkey dinner, 

hosted by the Lunch La-

dies.  If you would like 

to volunteer, we need 

parents to help cook 

turkey, potatoes and 

dressing, as well, par-

ents to serve the food. 

Many hands make light 

work. Please call the 

office to volunteer. 

Thanks to all the par-

ents who will help to 

feed us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the last day of clas-

ses, before the holidays, 

the grade 5’s will be 

having an activity morn-

ing.  All students will be 

taking part in Winter 

Activities. All supplies 

for the activities will be 

purchased through mon-

ey raised from Walka-

thon, therefore any stu-

dent who did not bring 

in the minimum $30.00 

will be asked to help 

cover the costs with a 

$2.00 charge. Class-

rooms will then be hav-

ing some sort of party.   

 

Happy Holidays. We look 

forward to the coming 

year and working with 

your children. 
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Grade 6 News 

A busy trimester has been 

completed and report 

cards will be distributed to 

the students on December 

2nd.  Please call your 

child’s teacher if you have 

any questions about the 

progress of your child. Re-

member to check your 

child’s agenda for im-

portant memos and 

homework.  We appreci-

ate your cooperation in 

ensuring students com-

plete their homework on 

a daily basis.  
 

On December 9th the 

Grade 6 Pod will host an 

assembly to recognize stu-

dent endeavors in aca-

demic and extra curricular 

activities in and out of the 

school. The assembly will 

begin at 9:30 A.M.in the 

gymnasium and parents 

are welcome to attend.  

The theme for this assem-

bly is “Wild and Wacky”.  

Students will be encour-

aged to dress up in a CRA-

ZY way!  Congratulations 

to all the students for their 

successes during the past 

three months.   

 

The classroom campaigns 

and elections are now 

completed and the win-

ning leader of each politi-

cal party spent some time 

with the Mayor of Coaldale 

(Mr. Kim Craig).  Chloe 

Perry (6A), Porter Gorda 

(6B), and Parker Kasko 

(6C) each represented 

their political party and 

had an opportunity to ob-

serve what the mayor's re-

sponsibilities are and to 

voice some issues that the 

students have discussed 

about the community of 

Coaldale.   
 

The "John Howard Society" 

program was offered to 

the students in November 

in Social Studies.  The stu-

dents were able to listen to 

actual events that occur in 

Alberta in relation to the 

Youth Criminal Justice Act.  

During these lessons, stu-

dents were faced with 

making decision in re-

gards to the law. 
 

Congratulations to all the 

grade 6 basketball players 

that will be representing 

R.I. Baker teams.  Good 

luck in the season and re-

member to always do your 

best. 
 

Miss Katherine Desrochers 

will be concluding her as-

signment at the school on 

December 13th.  The 

grade 6A class would like 

to thank her for the in-

struction and assistance 

throughout the two 

months.  Good luck in the 

future Miss Desrochers! 
 

 

 

 

 

On the last school day 

(December 23rd) before 

winter break, the Grade 6 

classes are planning to go 

bowling in Lethbridge.  

We are leaving the school 

at 9:35 a.m. and will return 

back to the school at 12:00 

P.M.   
 

Remember, on December 

15th the Grade 6 students 

will be able to enjoy a 

home cooked turkey din-

ner that is being offered 

by the school.   

THANK YOU!! 
 

The Grade 6 pod wishes 

everyone a safe and enjoy-

able Christmas holiday.  

MERRY CHRISTMAS!! 
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Grade 7 News 

Congratulations! We have 

already completed our first tri-

mester and want to 

acknowledge outstanding stu-

dents who have achieved their 

Accelerated Reading Goal, had 

fewer than 5 homework strikes, 

and showed respect to all staff. 

We will be celebrating with our 

first POD 7 Party at the Holiday 

Inn Mariner’s Cove Water Park 

and Wave Pool in Lethbridge on 

December 2, 2011. In Period 1 

before we leave, we will be hav-

ing an awards assembly recog-

nizing those with athletic and 

academic accomplishments. 

As a new term has begun, it is a 

great time for each student to 

set new goals after reflecting on 

and evaluating how positive or 

negative behaviors and strate-

gies have affected his or her 

success.  

A reminder that Core Support is 

being offered in both period 5 

and 7 this term, and it is highly 

recommended for students who 

have struggled to complete 

homework on time, or reach his 

or her AR goal. 

 

In November, Constable Wick-

end  presented a program enti-

tled "What's Out There", to  all 

grade seven Health Classes.  Is-

sues addressed included bully-

ing, gangs, drugs, and internet 

safety. These topics are ex-

tremely important to discuss 

with our children as they ap-

proach their teen years and 

they are part of our Health 7 

provincial curriculum.  

 

Dollars with Sense 
On Friday De-
cember 16th the 
students will be 
participating in a program called 
Dollars with Sense.  It is orga-
nized by the Southern Alberta 
Junior Achievement group and 

presented to the students by 
volunteers from local area 
banks. Through the program the 
students talk about money 
(cash, gift cards, cheques, credit 
cards), they learn to be smart 
shoppers, and they also learn 
about ways to manage their 
money. 
 

Jingle All the Way! 
Friday, December 23rd,  students 

will be going on a Jingle Bell 

Walk.  They need to bring their 

toques, mittens, and singing 

voices!  Following the Jingle Bell 

Walk they will be decorating a 

human “tree”.  In groups the 

students will choose one person 

to be the “tree” and then deco-

rate the tree.  All groups will be 

provided with some materials, 

but they are encouraged as a 

group to organize and bring 

decorations for their “tree”.  It 

is such a fun activity that it has 

become a grade 7 tradition  

That's all for POD 7! Have a 

wonderful December, a Merry 

Christmas, and a Happy New 

Year! 
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Grade 8 News 

Term 1 Pod Party– The 

trip to the Movie Mill will 

be happening Dec. 2. 

Students are allowed to 

bring money to purchase 

snacks at the conces-

sion. Good work on earn-

ing that reward Gr. 8s. 

Thank you to all the peo-

ple who helped organize 

and supervise the trip. 
 

Term 1 Academic Assem-

bly – Congratulations to 

all our Gr. 8 students who 

earned honors, honors 

with distinction and hon-

ors with great distinction 

for Term 1. Keep up the 

hard work. Thank you to 

8A who hosted the as-

sembly, and the wonder-

fully entertaining drama 

skit that was presented. 
 

Term 2 – We wish to en-

courage all students to 

meet their AR Points Goal 

this term and hand in all 

assignments on time. 

Our Term 2 Pod Party is a 

very memorable and fun 

experience with scuba 

diving and rock wall 

climbing at the U of L and 

we would like to have as 

many students as possi-

ble be able to participate. 

Make sure you focus on 

good learning and work 

habits this term. 
 

December 23 Swim Day 

Notices will be coming 

home in Dec, in regards 

to our Holiday Celebra-

tion. We will be taking all 

gr. 8 students to the U of 

L pool for the morning. 

We may have time to 

grab a snack at the con-

cessions as well, but 

please bring snacks 

along just in case we run 

out of time. We will be 

back at school for the 

end of the day to collect 

our things, do a locker 

clean out and then head 

home for the holidays. 

Parents, please feel free 

to join us on this trip. 

This is Patricia Damjanoff 

saying Hello once again. I would 

like to take a few minutes and 

update you  on the School Coun-

cils’ progress since our last 

RIBMS News Letter. During the 

Councils’ last meeting we dis-

cussed different ways that we 

could express the flow of infor-

mation between the parents, stu-

dents and school personal and 

staff. One of the ways we can 

succeed is to keep publishing our 

notes in the School Newsletter – 

this gets some of our thoughts 

across to you the readers.  The 

council also added their input to 

the allocation of funding provid-

ed by the Alberta Education – 

such as updating the books in 

the library, educational assis-

tance and to see more staffing in 

RIBMS – we hope we are suc-

cessful in this. Some of the 

School Council attended and par-

ticipated in RIBMS’ Remem-

brance Day Ceremony – even 

though it was the most blustery 

day, the activities were well at-

tended by the School’s. In closing 

I would like to extend to you all, a 

very Merry Christmas and a Joy-

ous and Happy New Year. 

 

Patricia Damjanoff 

RIBMS SCHOOL COUNCIL  
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Athletics 

VOLLEYBALL 
Congratulations 
to both our 
LSAA boys and 
girls teams for taking the 
championship at Zones on 
November 5th. Both teams 
brought home a banner 
that we will proudly hang 
in our gym. What a way to 
end of a great season! 
  
 
 
BASKETBALL 
Basketball sea-
son is in full 
swing. We look 
forward to watching our 
teams compete this sea-
son. GO BEARS GO! 
  
 
 
 
INTRAMURALS 
Students are participating 
in 3 on 3 basketball during 
noon hour intramurals for 
the month of December. 
Our next intramural com-
petition is floor hockey. 

  
 
 
 
GRADE 5 
VOLLEYBALL 
CLUB 
Our grade 5 volleyball club 
is running for any interest-
ed grade fives on Fridays 
from 12:30- 2:00. Come on 
out to this club to learn 
more about volleyball, get 
some exercise and have 
some fun! Please speak to 
Miss Vanhell of Mrs. Wick-
ham for more information 
about this club. 
 

 

  
BAKERCISE FITNESS 
CENTER 
We're looking forward to 
the opening of the Baker-
cise Fitness Center! Thanks 
to Travis Worden and 
Devin Pavan on giving our 
room a name. All students 
will utilize our fitness cen-
ter, funded by grant mon-
ey, through health class. 

An after school fitness club 
will be started once the 
center is officially opened. 
Watch for more infor-
mation to come about this. 
The Bakercise Fitness Cen-
ter is set to open by the 
end of November. What an 
awesome opportunity for 
our students to learn more 
about fitness! 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

Students are reminded to re-

turn or renew their overdue 

books as soon as possible so 

that others may have the privi-

lege of using them.  Overdue 

notices are sent out on a regu-

lar basis to homerooms and a 

letter will be included in the re-

port card of students that have 

outstanding overdue books.  If 

an item has been lost or se-

verely damaged the student is 

responsible for replacing the 

item.  Your assistance in hav-

ing these items returned is 

greatly appreciated. 
  

On November 8th the students 

and staff we were entertained 

and motivated by author Sig-

mund Brouwer.  He provided 

an extremely lively presenta-

tion that encouraged students 

to get excited about reading 

and the world of books.  Mr. 

Brouwer also inspired students 

to use their own personal expe-

riences and creativity to write 

stories that will amaze their 

teachers.  It was with the assis-

tance of the funds raised at 

our recent Scholastic Book fair 

that we were able to bring Sig-

mund Brouwer to our school.  

Special thank you to Kaleb 

Gage for his excellent welcome 

to Mr. Brouwer and to Chloe 

Jonasson for thanking Mr. 

Browuer at the completion of 

his presentation.  Both stu-

dents did an excellent job of 

representing our school. 

The new reporting period for 

Accelerated Reading began on 

Tuesday (November 22nd) and 

we encourage students to con-

tinue reading and taking tests 

as frequently as possible in or-

der to meet their required goal 

for this next term.  The cutoff 

fate for the winter term is Feb-

ruary 27,2012.   A student rec-

ord report has been included in 

with the latest report card.  The 

report will indicate each book 

the student has taken a quiz 

on, the number correct they 

achieved upon writing the test 

as well as the reading level of 

the book and the points award-

ed upon completion of the test.  

The report will also indicate the 

total amount of points the stu-

dent achieved during the spe-

cific reporting period as well as 

the assigned goal that the stu-

dent was given at the begin-

ning of the term. 
 

R.I. Baker students will once 

have the privilege of participat-

ing in the CanSpell Spelling 

Bee hosted by Lethbridge Her-

ald.   R.I. Baker School has very 

many talented spellers and we 

look forward to challenging 

them with the word lists that 

will be provided for them to 

study from.  Last year we were 

very proud to have RIBMS 

grade 6 student Amy Janzen 

win the regional spelling bee 

that was held in Lethbridge 

and go on to Toronto to repre-

sent southern Alberta in the 

Nationals.  Students will begin 

practicing at the beginning of 

December for the first competi-

tion that will be held in mid 

February.   

    

OPERATION 

CHRISTMASCHILD 

Thank you to all who contrib-
uted to Operation Christmas 
Child Shoebox Campaign.  
RIBMS students  donated 52 
gift filled shoeboxes.!!!!!! 
We appreciate all donations 
to this worthy charity that 
brings joy to children in the 
form of a simple shoebox 
filled with basic hygiene 
items, school supplies, a 
small toy as well as some 
candy.  These are items that 
all of our children take for 
granted but are treasured by 
children 
and their 
families in 
impover-
ished 
countries 
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Counsellor’s Corner:   

Teaching Your Child By Example 

DON’T LOOK NOW, BUT SOMEBODY’S WATCHING YOU!  There’s no such thing as the “perfect par-

ent” because being a parent is the world’s most difficult job. You may appreciate the special joys of rais-

ing a child, but you also know that it can be demanding, challenging and exhausting—and there’s no time 

off.  Some days you do a great job as a parent.  Other days you would rather not think about. But every 

day you act as a model 

for your children.  It can be a scary thought, but from the time they are babies, your children are watch-

ing you and learning from you. They learn from your actions and your conversations. They absorb your 

attitudes and copy your expressions. Before they even reach school age they’ve probably learned far 

more than you ever intended. 

 

Is this something to worry about? 

That depends. Your child will eventually grow up and have to make grown-up choices. If you show re-

straint when it comes to alcohol, other drugs and gambling, then chances are your child will follow your 

example. If you control your temper and treat others with consideration, your child will copy your be-

haviour. 

 

Can other people serve as role models? 

Absolutely. If your child has a grandparent, aunt, uncle or friend to spend time with, that person also be-

comes a role model.  A teacher, coach or neighbour may become a role model. The more positive exam-

ples your child has to learn from, the better.  Just one caring adult can make a huge difference. Even 

when a child’s life is difficult and filled with conflict, having one person who cares can give that child a 

lot of strength. Children are able to overcome very hard experiences in life, as long as they have someone 

who will stand by them, no matter what.  Anyone can be a role model, but parents or main caregivers 

are still the major influences in a child’s life. Even when your child is a teen and seems to show no interest 

in being “just like you,” they’re still watching and copying - still using you as a role model. 

 

How can I be a good role model? 

One way is to think about how your behaviour affects your child. You can’t always be calm and cheerful 

- nobody is.  Besides, children need to see that their parents can express real feelings in a healthy way. If 

they see you handling anger appropriately, they’ll learn from you. If they watch you celebrating special 

occasions without alcohol, they’ll learn something. If they see you facing difficult times without trying to 

escape through alcohol, other drugs or gambling, they’ll remember. As they grow up, they’ll learn by 

your example. And they’ll have that example to follow in years to come, when they are coping with life’s 

challenges. 

 

What if I make mistakes that I don’t want my child to copy? 

If there are problems in the family, even very young children can be affected. Typically, 

children believe that they somehow caused the problems, and that family conflicts flare 

up because of something they did that was wrong. You can help by talking to your child. Even a very 

young child understands a sincere apology. It’s possible for you to be honest with your child and still not 

burden them with adult problems. For example, you can apologize and explain that sometimes you make 

a mistake (by drinking too much, or losing your temper) but that you are trying hard to change.  The im-

portant thing is to emphasize that you love your child and that adult problems are not the child’s fault. 
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How can I make my child think of other positive role models? 

Talk to your child about your own experiences when you were their age. Tell your child about someone 

who made a big difference in your life, and why you admired that person. This may be someone who is 

still alive and is also a part of your child’s life, or it could be someone your child will never meet.  Tell 

stories about family members or friends who showed real courage, kindness, humour or determination in 

their lives. Talk about the people you still think of as role models now that you’re an adult. Who do you 

admire, and why?  This will help your child realize that different people behave differently. Your child 

may begin to consider which people they would like to try to copy as they grow up. These people can be 

your child’s role models.  It’s not easy being a model for another human being. But since modelling is a 

big part of every parent’s and caregiver’s role, it’s probably a good thing to keep in mind. Somebody’s 

watching you! 
 

 

Activity Page Role-playing 

It’s always interesting to see ourselves through others’ eyes. Playing parts can be entertaining for you and 

your child, and gives both of you an opportunity to learn something.  Remember to include as many of 

your child’s good qualities as possible when you play the role of the child.  Through this type of role-

playing, you can explore with your child appropriate ways to handle anger and disappointment. 

1. Think back to some situation that made you angry, and ask your child to act out a scene where they 

pretend to be you. This could be a confrontation with another adult, 

or a dispute you may have had with your child and their siblings. Watch and listen carefully to your 

child’s version of the incident—it could be enlightening! Discuss how 

you could improve the way you handle similar incidents in the future. 

2. Think of imaginary situations and ask your child to role-play how they would react in such a situation.  

For example, ask them what they would do if they found out they couldn’t go to the park as promised 

because of bad weather.  As a variation, ask them how a younger child would react and then how a child 

their age would react. (A younger child might have a tantrum, whereas they are old enough now to real-

ize that the weather isn’t your fault and to respond in a more mature way.) 

3. Let your child think of a situation for you to role-play. (Your child could ask you to play an adult or a 

child’s role.) An example might be to play yourself when you can’t find your keys and are late for work. 

Or you could play the child’s role when it’s time for bed and they want to watch one more TV show. 

This play-acting can be fun for both of you. Afterwards you can talk about different ways to handle 

stressful situations. 

 

Learning from others 

1. Talk with your child about different ways to handle celebrations, as well as ways to handle anger and 

disappointments. Talk about how someone you both admire would handle a situation, as opposed to 

how an immature person would handle it. 

2. Look at sports figures or performers and watch how they behave. Talk with your child about what 

makes a person a good winner or a good loser. What makes a person a 

poor winner or a poor loser? 

3. When you see strangers in public behaving in ways that are kind and considerate, talk about this be-

haviour with your child. When you see strangers behaving in ways that are inappropriate, talk about this 

as well. Discuss different behaviours with your child, and encourage them by complimenting them when 

they behave well. 

 

 

Taken from AHS “If You’re a Parent, You’re a Role Model: How to Teach Your Children by Example.”  

Submitted by Danielle Olivieri, Family School Liaison Counsellor, at 403-308-5065. 
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EDUCATION 
Office of the Minister 

  

To:  Interested Members of the Public 
  

As the new Minister of Education, I want to provide you with the opportunity to share 

your views about education in Alberta.  Since the introduction of the proposed Education 

Act in April 2011, much has changed.  Our government has made a renewed commit-

ment to the education system, and it is important to confirm that we are indeed moving in 

a direction that reflects the desires and wishes of Albertans.  
  

On November 15, I announced the opportunity for public input as we begin to review the 

proposed Education Act.  The first component is a series of seven full-day meetings, called 

Our Children, Our Future: Getting It Right, scheduled for late November and early De-

cember 2011.  
  

The new Education Act must support and sustain learning environments in which stu-

dents can thrive through flexible, personalized learning.  By opening discussion to the 

public, especially to students, we can ensure this legislation reflects Albertans’ vision for 

their education system and that it has a direct and positive impact on Alberta classrooms 

now and for years to come. 
  

Many of the ideas emphasized in the earlier draft will likely carry forward because it: 

         enables school boards to be more responsive to local needs; 

         engages students from Kindergarten to graduation;  

         better supports inclusion of learners with differing needs, cultures and abilities; and  

         ensures that schools are caring, respectful and safe environments all remain im-

portant priorities for this government. 
  

I invite you to attend one of the scheduled meetings identified below.  I also ask you to 

encourage participation among others in your community for whom the meetings would 

be a new experience by passing along this information. 
  

We have invited community leaders and education authorities to attend the meetings, 

however, the vast majority of registrations are being held for students, parents, teachers 

and others who have a broad interest in education – as learners, as taxpayers and as fu-

ture employers. 
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The meeting dates are as follows: 
  

 
  

For more information, and to register, please follow this link: http://ideas.education.alberta.ca/

engage/current-initiatives/education-act-getting-it-right.  Following submission of registration, 

participants will receive a confirmation.  This will include venue information and pre-meeting 

reading materials. 
  

While space is limited and preregistration is required, those who are unable to participate in a 

community meeting will also have other channels for submitting their thoughts on the future of 

education in Alberta.  We expect to have online options ready in a little over a week and will 

ensure Albertans are aware of how to provide us with their input.  Of course, I also welcome 

traditional forms of communication, such as letters and emails. 
  

If you have any questions, please contact the project team by email at En-

gage.Education@gov.ab.ca or by phone at 780-422-1484 (dial 310-0000 first for toll-free ac-

cess in Alberta). 
  

Thank you for your interest as we continue this important work on behalf of education in Al-

berta.  Your input will be considered as we work toward reintroducing the Education Act in 

spring 2012. 
  

Sincerely, 
  

  

Thomas A. Lukaszuk 

Minister of Education  

MLA, Edmonton – Castle Downs 
  

  

423 Legislature Building 10800 – 97 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta  T5K 2B6  Canada 
Telephone 780-427-5010   Fax 780-427-5018  Email Education.Minister@gov.ab.ca 

  

 

Date Location 

Saturday, November 26 Edmonton 

Tuesday, November 29 Red Deer 

Thursday, December 1 Calgary 

Saturday, December 3 Bonnyville 

Monday, December 5 Lethbridge 

Wednesday, December 7 Fort McMurray 

Friday, December 9 Peace River 

https://webmail.pallisersd.ab.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=1500f8402f934cfd8152239c63a233fe&URL=http%3a%2f%2fideas.education.alberta.ca%2fengage%2fcurrent-initiatives%2feducation-act-getting-it-right
https://webmail.pallisersd.ab.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=1500f8402f934cfd8152239c63a233fe&URL=http%3a%2f%2fideas.education.alberta.ca%2fengage%2fcurrent-initiatives%2feducation-act-getting-it-right
https://webmail.pallisersd.ab.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=1500f8402f934cfd8152239c63a233fe&URL=mailto%3aEngage.Education%40gov.ab.ca
https://webmail.pallisersd.ab.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=1500f8402f934cfd8152239c63a233fe&URL=mailto%3aEngage.Education%40gov.ab.ca


Distracted Driving 

On Sept. 1  2011, the distracted Driving Law came 
into effect making it illegal for drivers to use hand-held 
cell phones, to text or email, or use electronic devices 
while driving. Distracted driving is potentially as dan-
gerous as impaired driving and is much more com-
mon. 

Before you start driving: 

Adjust dashboard and electronic controls 

Turn off your cell phone and tell everyone for safe-
ty reasons, you will no longer answer calls or 
text messages or emails while driving. 

Deal with distractions such as putting on make-up, 
reading and grooming. 

Stay focused while driving: 

If you have to make a phone call, do so at a rest 
area, when you stop for gas or a bathroom 
break. Vehicles are not permitted to park on 
the shoulder of a provincial highway except in 
an emergency. 

Visit:  www.saferoads.ca for more information. 

  

Have a Happy, Healthy, and Have a Happy, Healthy, and 
Safe Holiday SeasonSafe Holiday Season 

From theFrom the 

ComprehensiveComprehensive 

School Health TeamSchool Health Team 

 

Tis the Season to be Healthy 

In the holiday season, treats seem to be everywhere. 
Here are some quick tips to promote a healthy holiday 
season for your family: 

Store treats until snack or meal time. Your child is 
more likely to nibble throughout the day if treats are left 
out in the open. Keep them away in a cupboard, refrig-
erator or out of sight. 

Offer regular meals and snacks. Offer healthy food 
choices at regular times throughout the day. This will 
help to satisfy your childôs appetite so they do not eat 
too many holiday treats. 

Slow down and taste the food. Encourage your child 
to fill his/her plate and sit down to enjoy the food. Teach 
your child to enjoy small amounts of special holiday 
foods along with regular healthy choices. 

  

For more information check out these nutrition pages: 
http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/2925.asp 

Winter Helmet Safety 

Skiing and snowboarding are popular Canadian winter 
sports, but they do carry a level of risk. Head and brain 
injuries are the most common cause of death among 
skiers and snowboarders. 

  

Wearing a ski helmet can effectively reduce the risk of 
head injuries by nearly 50 percent. 

  

It is important to ensure everyone engaging in these 
activities wears a new, properly fitted and appropriate 
helmet. 

  

Helmets should be either CSA, ASTM, or Snell ap-
proved. If the helmet has been involved in a fall it may 
need to be replaced, even if there is no visible damage. 
Check the manufacturerôs instructions on when to dis-
card. Do not use helmets designed for other purposes 
such as bicycle helmets as they are designed to absorb 
different types of impacts. 

  

For more information on helmet safety access 
www.thinkfirst.ca or www.safekidscanada.ca. 

Healthy Schools
Healthy Futu res

http://www.saferoads.ca/
http://www.albertahealthservices.ca/2925.asp
http://www.thinkfirst.ca/
http://www.safekidscanada.ca/


 December 2011  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

    1 2 
Report 
card #1                

distribut-
ed 

3 

4 5 6 7 
Hot 

Lunch 

8 
 

9 10 

11 12 13 14 
 

Hot 
Lunch 

15 
 

RIBMS 
Turkey 
Dinner  

16 
 

Turkey  

Bingo 

17 

18 19 20 21 

 

Hot 
Lunch 

22 
 

RIBMS 

Christmas 

Carol 

23 
Last Day 
of Classes 

Winter 
Break 
Starts 

24 

25 

 

 

26 27 28  29 30 31 

WINTER BREAK NO CLASSES 



 January 2012  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

1 2 

 

3 4 
 

5 6 
 

7 

8 9 
Classes  

Resume 

10 11 
Hot 

Lunch 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 
Hot 

Lunch 

 
 

19 
 

 

20  21 

22 23 24 25 

Hot 
Lunch 

 

 

26 
 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 

 

30 
 

31 
No 

School 

PD Day 

  
  

WINTER BREAK NO CLASSES 



RIBMS LUNCH PROGRAM 2011-2012 

 
NAME: ___________________________                                  HOMEROOM:    __________ 

 

This order is for the month of January, 2012 please choose each one that you would like to participate 

in by checking the appropriate boxes and totaling the amount.   

Orders are due December 16, 2012 and no late orders will be accepted.  If 

your child is absent the lunch will be left in the fridge until the next day only. 

 

Wednesday January 11, 2011 – Taco in a Bag $2.50  each  $__________ 

 

Wednesday, January 18th, 2011 – Booster Juice                      
SMOOTHIES: 

___Mango Hurricane                                                                                            

Mangos, Peaches, Strawberries, Passion Fruit, Guava & Yogurt 

___Strawberry Sunshine 

Strawberries, Passion Fruit, Guava, Banana & Yogurt                                  

___VERY BERRY  

Strawberries, Blueberries, Raspberries, Cranberries & Yogurt                               $3.00  each            $____________ 

 

WRAPS:  

___Cheese/chicken quesadilla      

___Salsa/chicken quesadilla 

___BBQ/chicken 

___Ham wrap (cold)  

___Turkey wrap (cold) 

___Pizza wrap (hot)                                                             $3.00 each                $____________ 

                                                           
 

Wednesday,  January 25th, 2011 – WALLY’S 8‖ Pizza $5.50 each                 
             

___Pepperoni 

___Ham 

___Cheese          $5.50each               $___________                                                                                                                                             

         

TOTAL AMOUNT for January  (cheque to RIBMS or cash)         $____________ 


